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- I. Tin. Chap. iti. Ver. 16. 
GOD was manifeſted in the Fleſh. 


TT. is nothing uncommon among, Men, upon 

hearing of the Birth of ſome great Perſon, 
eſpecially if it be one of the Royal Blood, and 
their Intereſt is thereby likely to be promoted, to 
diſcoyer a pleaſing, Satisfaction by ſome fagnal Mark 
of rejoicing ; ; and in this, there are very. few but 
will acknowledge, that it is a Token of Loyalty 
very juſtly due from an obedient and well- 
affected People, when their Deportment is the 
Effect of a generous Good-will for their Sove- 
reign. How greatly then, does this Act of rejoicing 
upbraid the Heart of that Man with the utmoſt 
Baſeneſs and Unthankfulneſs, that is not gladdened 
upon hearing the aſtoniſhing and welcome News of 
a; Saviour's Incarnation? To be unaffefted wick 
uch an Inſtance of Diving: Goodnefs and Compaſ- 
ſion, diſeovers the greateſi Ingratitudu to the beſt 
gf Renefaftors, and demamſtvates that ther Heart of 
| ſuch an . 
"£1 Lord! 


ed, the Joyful News of 4 Saviour's Birth, thall 


| 1 
100 If it was an Employment worthy the Angels 
of Heaven to make known to the diligent Shep- 


Man, for whoſe Sake alone this wonderful Condeſ- 
cention was intended, neſlect to celebrate his Praiſe 
by a conſtant Devotedneſs of Heart to his Service? 


Surely it is our higheſt Wiſdom, as well as 
Duty, to be in all Things obedient unto Him, who 
hath made ſuch Overtures of unbounded Love and 
Reconciliation towards us, as the very Angels 
amazed at. Wonder O Heavens, and be aſtoniſhed 
O Earth! at ſo amazing and delightful a Declara- 
. !—GOD was manifeſt in the Fleſh. | 


In ſpeaking upon the Words juſt read, 1 ptopoſe 
-Firft, to ſhew the Dignity of the Perſon who wes 
thus made manifeſt. 
| Secondly, unto whom he was manifeſted. And 
Wird, the great End of this Manifeſtation, and 
the ee which Sees, receive by i it. 7 


_ Fiſh, 1am to confer the Digit) of the Perſon 
who was thus made manifeſt in the Fleſh, 

There are not wanting Perſons that utterly diſcard 
this. important Doctrine of the | Goſpel, and the 


Divinity of the Perſon of Chriſt, on whom the 
- whole of our Religion depends, as being in their 


View, repugnant go Reaſon. So inadequate are their 
W 1 - and Reaſonab leneſi of 
this 


= 2 

this great and wonderful Myftery, that they are at 
a Loi to account for a Truth which they cannot 
cormprehend, and for this Cauſe, are determined to 
diſbelieve the Authority of divine Revelation. But 
what Weakneſs muſt there be in an Argument 
fupported by the Sophiſtry of unenlightened Reaſon, 
againſt which the Word of God fo powerfully 
ſpeaks? Would theſe Men admit the Truth of the 
inſpired Writings, it might anſwer ſome valuable 
Bhi to attack them upon the groundleſs Opinion 
of their Propoſition : but ſo long as they are deter- 
mined to be led by the Ideas of their carnal Reaſon, 
ir will be entirely loſt Labour to attempt the gain. 
ing any Ground upon them, by quoting Paſſages 
from the Teſtimony of either Prophets, or Apofttes, 
whoſe undoubted Veracity is the Glory of every 
practical Chriſtian. Therefore, leaving them to the 
Mercy of God, who alone can open the Eyes of 
their Underſtanding, and inſtil his Grace into their 
Hearts.—TI ſhall addreſs my Readers as believing 
and acknowledging the Authority of the Scriptures,. 
which: tell us Plainly, that ny was manifeſted in 
u | 


| The Word. of God nit nab deeds ow 
Rule; to the Law and to the Teſtimony, faith the 
Prophet : If any Man ſpeak not according to this 
Rule, it is becauſe there is no Light in him. We 
wemr-deaied.thd-Ub of our: Biblee;: but lef.qo 
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Man in Our Image, after Our Likeneſs; which, very 
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unter the Character of Wiſdom, declares, that He 


141 
our ſree Liberty to conſult them, touching: chis 
Authenticity of every Doctrine we hear ineulcatel 3 
and bleſſed be God, we: have the Promiſe of his 
Spirit to guide 1s into — 
ou 40-0ur eternal Salvation. 7 er f 


* I beg Leave 1 ”_ ieee 
many Paſſages which evidently evigce the Divinity 


of the God - Man: A Truth which is the Glory:and 


Foundation of Revealed Religion. Before the 
Eternal God created Man, He ſaid, Let Us; make 


plainly demonſtrates: a Plurality of Perſons in the 
Divine Eſſence, and conſequently the Eterniaynaf 


each; ſeeing none can be before or after other 


none greater or leſs than another; but the whole 
Three Perſons are coeternal and coequal. The 
Godhead of the Father, and of the Son, and bf 
the Holy Ghoft, is all one; ne 1 
__—_ eternal. H * 


Prophets and Apaſites 8 agree in their 
ſeveral Declarations for the Support of the Divine 
Nature of Chriſt. Iſaiah informs us, that He is 
the mighty God, the everlaſting Father, the Prince 
of Peace. , Solomon, ſpeaking of the Lord Chriſt, 


was from everlaſting, The Prophet Jeremiah, look- 


— Fs of Man, and bebolding 
the 


65 1 

che Splendor fereof, breaks forth Into Raptares of 
Joy; faying; this is the Name by which he Mall be 
called; The Lord out Righteouſneſs. "When the 
Higl Prieſt adfured him te tell him; art thou the 
Clirift, the'Son of the Hiving God, which in the Mouth 

of iabbi of that Ape, expteſshy means, artthou the 
5 che Perſon "whom the Prophets call the 
degotten Son of God; ' whoſe Going forth have 
been from the Days of Eternity. Mich: v. 2. And 

1a). to God "the. Divine Nature. John v. be 
7 55 Our Ser replies in "the Jew th Afr 
mativg, . «Tt is 24 thoy haſt Hid 7 - and alludg'ro ro 
the Prophecy of Daniel vii. 1 3. 14. 1 
both which are. diſtinguiſhed, Predi ions 81 he 
Greatneſs of the Meffiah. The 1. 1 Prieſt, on 
chis, rends his Clothes, and exclaims, * He hach 
« ſpoken Blaſphemy! What farther need have we 
«of Witneſſes?“ Now, if they did not ęſteem the 
Sonſhip of Chriſt as different from that of all other 
Beings; partaking as a Son of the Eſſence of the 
Deity; where was the Blaſphemy ? The Inference 
is very evident; 2 was crucified for an, 


* 
ö 3 HN 


Abe. 3 made it the Glory of his 

. Gofpel;=to diſplay the eternal Power and Godhead 

of Chriſt; In the Beginning was the Word, and 

the Word was with God, and ee, God: 
= 

all 


1 
* ail Things were made by Him, andwwithout Him 
« was not any Thing made that was made.” — Again, 
The Word was made Fleſh, and dwelt among 
< us, and we beheld his Glory; the Glory as of the 
| only begotten of the Father, full of Grace and 
if Truth. St. Paul is no leſs expreſs to this Point; 
© Thg' he was in the Form of a Servant, yet he 
thought it not Robbery to be equal with God; 
equal to the Father as touching his Gadhead, and 
in « inferior to the Father, as touching bis. Manhood.” 
| Far altho” „He. wal God of God, Light of Light, 
. very God of very God; jet was he alſo a perfect 
7 £ Man, of 2. reaſonable Soul and buman Fleſh ſub- 
* Gſting : For: as the reafonable. Soul and Fleſh js one. | 
6 Man, ſo God and Man 1 is one Chriſt: one alto- 
« gether; - not by Confulion' of Subſtance, * by ; 
< « Uvity of Perſous.” 1 


ere is the Myſtery of- Gdltinek; Ps | Myſtery 
which the Angels 'defite to look into which the 
Prophets and righteous Men of old longed. to ſee 
—— . — now brought to Tight by the . 


{i Let us then I the aſtoniſhing Condeſcention 
| of Heaven ; that He, who being the Brightneſs of 
| his Father's Glory, and the'expreſs Image of his 
b Perſon, ſhould become an Infant of Days, and fuffer 
1 the Cruel Infamy of rebellious Traitors, who juſtly 
deferved to be for ever baniſhed into an Eternity of 
9 That 


re 
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„ SD 43 
That - He' ſhould become thelr Saviout, 2 
Truth pregnant with ſo much divine Compab- 
fon; =s none but God could manifeſt ; none bur 
God could reveal, 


tan avienluid with ia 
Heart, to believe in the divine Nature of Chriſt, 
28 being every Way capable of taking away ull 
Untighteouſneſs, In Him dwelt all the Fullne( of 
the Godhead Bodily ; and who in the Fullneſs of 
Time, bowed the Heavens, came down to Earth, 
and joined the Frailty of our mortal Nature {Sia 
only excepted) to all the Glories of his Godhead. 


O the Heights of his Majeſty, and the Depths. af 


his Abaſement!— And now give me Leave, Reader, 

to intreat you earneſtly, with Seriouſneſs and Im- 
partiality, juſt to aſk yourſelf theſe very important 
Queſtions : | * TOY bar 

What de I know of Chriſt? Have I ever wor- 
ſhipped him as a divine Perſon ? Hath the Know- 

ledgedge of Chriſt enriched my Soul with a meek 
and quiet Spirit? Am I transformed in the Renewal 
of my Mind ? Am I, with St. Paul, determined to 
know nothing but Jeſus Chriſt and him crucified, 
whom to know is Life eternal ?—Payul was undoubt- 
edly well inſtructed in all the Arts and Sciences, 
and was a much greater Proficient than many of 
his Cotemporaries ; ; yet he counted all but Loſs, 
ſo that he might win Chriſt, who is, faith he, God 


over 


y 


(.3 5 
over all, bleſſed for evermare.. Sa trayſcendently 
glorious was the Knowledge of Chriſt to this great 
Apaſtle, that in his Eſtimation, all other Things 
were but Droſs and Dung, in Compariſon, of is 
Excellency : and I am perſuaded, if we had the 
cleareſt Knowledge of the Works of Nature, and 


cauld give @ philoſophical Reaſon far all the Modes 


of their Exiſtence, yet in God's, Account, it would 
be: but pompous Ignorance, in Comparifon of an 
Heart-felt Knowledge, of the glorious God-Man. 
Becauſe an Error in this fundamental Principle of 
Chriſtianity, impedes our Acceſs to the Father of 
Light, and is, (we have too. great Reafon to 1 
W ee eee och 


H e believe na that I am He, ve ſhall die in 
Jour Sins. God grant that we may all believe in, 
and worſhip the Lord Chriſt as our Saviour, Ems- 


nuel; God in our Nature, living for us, and living 
i us by the Communications of his Holy Spirit. 
If / there were no other Proofs of the eternal Exiſt- 
ence than thoſe already mentioned, they are a fuffi- 
cient Demonſtration of the Truth of the Doctrine 
in Hand. But the Half of them are not, advanced. 
Bleſſed be God, this fundamental Part of our r Re- 
ligion i is not obſcyrely, revealed, | May 5 all know 
the Lord Jeſus manifeſted | in the Fleſh, by : a Spi- 

ritual Manifeſtation of his Preſence 1 unto our Fouls. 
This leads f me to inquire, as propoſed, - 5 
1 


t 9: 1. 
Fecandly, Unto whom. was the Lord I * 
 maþifeſt}? " 42 605 f . %% ei zul. 

Four Hundred Yoars wk = Birth of Chriſt, 
the Propher Ifaiah ſyoaketh on this wiſe ;. © Behold 
©a Virgin + ſhall conceive, and ſhall bear a Son, and 
c pl call his N ame Emanuel . K that i is, God; with 
us: And again; c Unto us a Child | is horn, unta 
dus a Son Is given,”  Agreeable to this antient 
Prophecy, Luke informs us, When the. Days 


© were. fu filled, that the ſhould be delivered, the 


a brought forth her firſt-horn Son, and laig bim! in 
Manger; 'becauſe there was no Room for them 
in the Inn: And: there were in the ſame Coullty, 
© Shepherds, abiding, in the Field, watching theis 
< Flocks by Night; and lol the Angel. gf the. L. rd 

camefupon them, and the Glory pf the Lord thong 
round about them, ang they erer ſore afraid? 0 


el! 14 515 72 
We often fear, when we have no Cauſe of being 


this"afraid ; and very frequently” ſuſpt& Banger, 
wien ce ſhould be looking for à rem Good Ahe 
greateſt of all Bleffings, was about'to 2bs diſcovered 
untd Men, and yet bow flow is the Heart” of Mas 
ton reœelve the glad Titlings : Full of Diſituſt ad 
Fear, till che Angel, Feab: hot: BNA P 
„ bting vod glal Tidings of great Jbyy which All 
be toult People for: utd yu is bath! CONE 


* alStvicur, which is r the:Lordg! „ 0 
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[ 16 } 
The glad Tidings of Chriſt's being manifeſt in 
the Fleſh, is declared firſt to the Shepherds, while 
they were diligently watching their bleating Charge: 
Hence, we may learn, that Men may be carefully 


employed in their reſpective Callings; and that 


without obſtructing the Lord Jeſus dwelling ſpiri- 
tually in them, who is the ſure Hope of Glory. 
The Hands may be labouring for the Meat that 
periſheth, that which is requiſite for the Suſtenance 
of human Nature, while the Heart is ſet on Things 
above, where neither Moth nor Ruſt doth corrupt. 


Happy Shepherds, who, while they are induſtri- 
ouſly employed, : have the Day-ſtar from on high 


. viſiting - them! Abundant - Cauſe had they, when 


returning from Bethlehem, to glorify and praiſe 


| God for the Things which they had heard and 


ſeen. wk, 


a 


N Chr; was not only manifeſted to the 
Shepherds, but alſo to the reſt of his People the 
Jews, It vas one of the bleſſings good old Jacob 
pronounced to the Tribe of Judah, (from whom 
Chriſt lineally deſcended) © The Sceptre ſhall not 
« depart from Judah, nor a Law-giver from between 
©: his Feet, until Shiloh come: According to this Pre- 
diftion, at the Fulneſs of Time, He came to his on: 
But alas, what was the Event?. They received him 

not. What a Diſappointment! Inſtead of a mighty 


Monarch, that ſhould refcue and deliver them from 


The 


19 1 

the Roman Voke, —behold the meek and lowly 
Lamb of God; whoſe Kingdom was not of this 
World; and whoſe Meat and Drink was to do the 
Will of Him that ſent Him; and then to return to 
the Boſom of his Father. Would Men lay afide 
their ambitious Defires after worldly Grandeur, and 
duly conſider the wide Diſproportion that there is 
in the Enjoyment of temporary and eternal Things; 
one would be ready to conclude, they muſt of con- 
ſequence wiſh themſelves rid of thoſe Incumbrances 
which fill the Heart, and leave no Room for dura: 
ble Riches and Righteouſneſs. This was the un- 
doubted Caſe of the Jews, that they could behold 
no Form, no Comlineſs in the Meſfiah ; notwith- 
ſtanding which he was ſent to them. By their Ob- 
ſtinacy and Pride they rendered themſelves un- 
worthy the moſt valuable and ineſtimable Bleſſing. 


; Thirdh, As a Saviour, he was manifeſted to the 
whole human Race; Jew and Gentile, Bond and 
Free: So that the Gentiles have an equal Right 
with the Jews, ta the-Promiſes of God, which are 
all, yea, and Amen, in Chriſt Jeſus. 


As a foederal Head, or Repreſentative, He took 
upon him the Nature of Man, that he might 
be the common Saviour of Mankind. And al- 
though he was the King of the Jews ; neverthe- 
leſs, he is a Light to lighten the Gentiles ; that 
C 2 whoſoever 


po” 1 


n of the Heart we evil continually, 


12 
Whoſoevef, either Jew or Geitile, who believed in 
a N ay not r bot ne WN Late. 
Thirdly, T am to conſider we great End of H 
e and the me we NE? receive 


werb. 


Man, as he ke HAAR from the Hands of this 
Creator, was a pure Being, Pure as the firſt» 
born Sons of Light: No Mark of Deformity 
marred the Contexture of his Compoſition. As he 
was thus holy, ſo was he alſo perfectly happy in 
that Fullneſs of Union which he enjoyed with God; 
but by tranſgrefing this poſitive Command, given 
him in the Garden of Eden, Of every. Tree in 
the Garden thou mayſt freely eat, but of the 
© Tree of Knowledge of Good, and Evil, chou 
© ſhalt not eat, he extinguiſhed the Light of God 
in, his Soul, and brought upon himſelf and his Poſ- 
terity, all the. Evil that we are capable of ſuſtaining. 


Here Sin entered into the World, and Death by 
Sin: By one Man's Diſobedience, many, that is, 
all, were made Sinners; from Adam, our foederal 


Head, all have received a corrupt Þ N ature ; ſo that 


© there is none righteous, no, not one: All have 
« finned, and come thort of the Glory of God," and 
are therefore liable to his vindiictive Wrath. The 
whole Head is fick, the whele Heart is faint ; the 


This 


1 28 1 
This is the unhappy State of all Mankind by Na. 
ture; and to render the Misfortung ſtill more wiſer- 


able, Sin having the Dominion over us, we are 
utterly; unable to deliver ourſelves from its Ty- 


ranny, or to. get free from its gilded Charms, 


Can the Ethiopian change his Skin, or the Lea- 

© pard his Spots?“ then may thoſe who by Nature 
are accuſtomed | to do evil, learn to do well. But 
that we might not die etornally, and be for ever 
ſeparated from the Preſence of God, iofinite 
Wiſdom was engaged in providing a Remedy, 
whereby Law and Juſtice were both ſatisfied, and 


made honourable; and the Sinner put into a Ca- 


pacity of eſcaping tlie juſt Puniſment of his De- 
merit; and this by che Incarnation. as our Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. q 


CY 


This (faith the Apoſtle) „ is à faithful Saying, 


© and ; worthy of all Acceptatian, that Jeſus Chriſt 
© came into the World to ſave Sinners.” O let 
every one admire, wonder at, and adore the ſtu- 
pendous Love of God to a, guilty World, God 
commended his Love to us, © in that while we were 
yet Sinners, Chrift died for us.” While we were 
Strangers and Enemies to God, living in all the 
ſenſual Indulgencies common to a Nature depraved 
and corrupted, and of conſequence were not worthy 
of meriting ſuch undeſerved Goodneſs, He became 
the Propitiation for our Sins. Thereſore with great 
Kir | Propriety 


KC + V 
- 


* 
. SL „ 
— — — — —— — — — - þ— — — 
— —̃ — — — — — 


= — a . ̃ — 2 26... A" 


— 


—ä —— — — > — 
- — — — 2 


„ 

Propriety it may be ſaid, the Love of God was the 
firſt moving Cauſe of Man's Redemption. | 
«. Redemption ! *twas the Labour of the Skies; 
Far more than Labour; it was Death in Heav'n : 
*« A truth ſo ſtrange twere bold to think it true, 
« Tf not far bolder ſtill to diſbelieve.“ | 25 

Redemption ! it was the Wonder of Angels, and 
is the Song of glorified Spirits; the Joy and Re- 


Joicing of every true Believer, —That a God, in- 


finite in every Perfection, beyond Imagination glo- 
rious, ſhould ſtoop ſo low as to become a Man of 
Sorraws, and acquainted with Grief,” is a Truth 
which the deepeſt philoſophical Enquirer never 


could comprehend, and which only is made known 


by Divine Revelation. 


If it ſhould be aſked wherefore, and for what end, 
did the Lord Jeſus become incarnate ? I anfiver, to 
make Satisfaction for the Injury which Sin had done 
to the violated Juſtice of Heaven. O the Depth 
both of the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God !— 
When there was none to fave the ruined Race of 
Adam, He ſtretched forth his Arm, and ſaid, * Lot 
© I come, to do thy Will, O God.“ On me let 


© Death wreak all its Rage.“ 


« Amazing Love indeed, 
« That Heav'n itſelf ſhould die, 

« And on the Croſs ſhould groan and bleed 
« For ſuch a Wretch as I!” 


[vs | 

B the active and paſſive Obedience of our Ema- 
mn he hath, purchaſed Salvation; and beſtows 
it as his free Prerogative in every ſeeking Soul: 
Therefore, with the Prophet, ,* ſeek the Lord while 
he may be found ; call upon him while he is near.” 
O Reader, conſider the great Things he hath done 
and ſuffer d for you, and let them excite in you 
a Defire to partake of their Divine Energy; let 


chem influence you to break off your Sins by 


Righteouſneſs; and with full NO of Heart to 
cleave unto the Lord. zi | 


* am next to take Notice of the Bleſlings we 
may; receive from the Manifeſtation of Chriſt in 


By Sin we are all 8 and under the Curſe ; 
the Law affords no Place for Repentance ; the 
Goſpel only makes Way for the Exerciſe of this 
Chriftian Grace. Repentance towards God is not 
the leaſt Bleſſing that we receive' as a Fruit of 
redeeming Love.” Jeſus is exalted as a Prince to 
give. it freely; to him we muſt apply for it; and 
it is his Will concerning us, that we ſhould have 
godly Sorrow for Sin, be of an humble and con- 
trite Heart; of A meek and lowly Spirit; and 
where there is this genuine and hearty Repentance, 
it will be conſpicuous in the Life and Converſation, 

as it is the Effect of Grace influencing the Soul, 
* Py the Will and Affections Godward.— 
| From 
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( 46 ) 
From hence it appears, that it is not a Principle 
grotving in our natural Diſpoſitions, and after ſuch 
and fuch a Period ſprings forth of itſelfi into good 
Actions: Therefore, let no one fuppoſe; he can 
7. repent when ke pleaſes; but rather let him wait 
[1808 upon the Lord; aid expect, that as he is in the 
i Way of his Appointment, ,he - will impart the 
i! Bleſſing freely. We are not as! Stocks or Stones, 
" but have the Power of thinking ved, and of 
| acting; at leaſt; ſo fat ag toy put onride in the 
Way of Duty, which is the only Way that. we ean 
rationally expect to receive the Communications 
of divine Grace. How many Hving Wirnelfeslare 
there in the World, that can Pon their Hearts 
teſtify, that while they were under the preaching 
of God's Word, it was applied to their Conſciences, 
1 and begat in them ſerious” Thoughts of Göd, und 
* their Immortaltty ; a Senfibifity of; their Danger, 
and an earneſt- defire to Act! from the Wrath th 
come: feeling their Sins an intolerable Bürden, 
they havecried out, What ſhall L do? Lord um 
4. undone! 1; am ruined for ve! Lhave ſuld moſſeif 
1 to 1 and: am in fear of its Wapes 11 
15 am going into Hell; into ;the.. bottomleſs Pit! 
Lord ſave me, O deliver my — Lord look upon 
me in my helpleſs State, and if ou canſt, forgive! 
O Jeſus, pity à helpleſs Sinner - Such 2. Prayer, 
ſpringing. from. the. Heart, reacheth. Heayen s and 
he who is all Ear, is willing 10 bind up che broken 
m Tea, ad like-the good Samaritan, ready..t 
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pour in Wine and Oil « ready to communicate a 
greater Gift of redeeming Love, which we equally 
ſtand in need of, namely, Faith, We are told that, 


Without F aith, it is impoſſible to pleaſe God :* For 


this Reaſon, we ſtrongly inſiſt, and urgently enforce, 
the Neceſſity of examining yourſelves, whether ye 
be in tke Faith: becauſe a Miſtake herein will oc- 
caſton you to ſtumble all the Way; as when a per- 
ſon who is going a Road with which he is unac- 
quainted, and miſfing his Way is involved in very 
great Difficulties, and wanders into an unknown 
Path, by which his Journey is attended with into- 
jerable Inconveniencies, if not rendered impradti- 
cable ; ſo the Man that is ſetting out in the Chriſ- 
tian Courts, chat has not his Heart impregnated 
with this divine Grace of Faith, builds upon an un» 
certain” Foundation, and runs to as little Purpoſe, 
B he that beateth che Air, How highly then does 
ir concern every Individual, cautiouſly to attend to 


the Apoftle's Rule, Prove yourſelves ;? ; and if we 


come to'a thorough Knowledge of our Faithy ſo as 
to be fatisfied that it is of a ſaving Nature, it muſt 
be by its anſwering the Scriptural Account, That 
which is not according to God's Word, we may aſ- 
ſure ourſelves does not come from him; neither 
will it Tedd to him. In attending to the Word of 
God, we may find particularly pointed out, the Au- 
thor of Faith ; its only and direct Object; the Subs 
ject of it; and its bleſſed Conſequences. 
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- As for the Author thereof; it can be no other 
than the eternal God: It is he that beſtows it freely 
upon the. ſinful, Children of Men. We have no 
Pqwer to work it in ourſelves ; nor the leaſt Good- 
neſs. to merit it from him. God the Holy Spirit, 
through the Mediation of God the 8on, works it in 
the Hearts of thoſe who cry unto him for it: And 
here let it be obſerved, that it is a Principle very 
different from an hiſtorical ſpeculative Belief, which 
may be attained merely by human Means; it being 
an eafy Matter to take for granted, what a Perſon 
(ſuperior to ourſelves) advances, and ſo. fit down 
contented that. it is ſo. 7 


: 1 is no o Jef centgin, that. it differs vaſtly from the 
changing of our Syſtem of Doctrine, and embracing 
Principles diametrically appofite ta our former Te- 
nets, which we may do at gur Pleaſure : neither is 
it the barely aſſenting to the Truths of the Bible; 
| feigned F aith. We may "al call Jeſus, Lord, 
Lord, and yet remain in Nature's Darkneſs, deſti- 
tute of a true ſaying. Faith : Nor is it, laſtiy, the 
Conſequence of Study or Speculation : But upon 
the Whole, it is the Work of Him who ſpoke the 
World from Nought: It is the Gift of God to 
every poor, penitent, conſcious Unbeliever—The 
Object of this divine Principle i is Jeſus manifeſted 
in the Fleſh ; Looking unto Jeſus, (faith the Apoſtle 
to the Hebrews, ) who is the Author and Finiſher of 

our 
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19 | 
our Faith, It fixeth its Eye upon. the Redeemer, 
and derives Stretigth of Grace out of his mexhauf- 
tible Fullneſs. It Views him in the Stable, an Im 
fant of Days; in the Garden fweating, and pour- 
ing out his whole Soul in Prayers: It eſpecially 
ſees him ſtretched upon the Crofs, bleeding, groan- 
ing, dying fot a World of ungodly Mortals. 


& O what a Groan was there? AGroan not his : ' 
« He ſeiz d our dreadful Right—the Load ſuſtain d; 


e And heav'd the Mountain from a guilty World.” 


Yes; he died, che juſt for the unjuſt 2 He bore our 
Curſe, and cartied our Sorrows in his own Body 
upon the Tree, Thus, the Holy Ghoſt preſentimg 
Jeſus to the View of the poor cohvinced Sinner, 
he is huitibled to the Duff at ſuch aſtoniſhing Love, 
and finding none to help him in his Extremity, in the 
Faith of his Heart he cries out, my Lord, and my 
God, thy Beloved, and my Friend! Feeling the 
powerful Efficacy of his atoning Blood applied, he 
has Redemption, the Forgiveneſs of Sins in Cons 
ſequence of it, and therefore gefireth him as the 
chiefeſt of ten thouſand, and altogether lovely. 

The Subject of this divine Grace, is the Heart 
of the pardoned Sinner z the Will and Affections 
are influenced, and the Soul feels a Determination 
to bs the Lord's. - By the Diſcovery which the Holy 
Spirit. makes unto him of his Weakneſs and Sinful- 
neſs, he heartily approves & God's Method of ſav- 
6 | D 2 | ing; 
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[ 20 ] 
ing; and defires to glorify Him both in. Body and 
Soul. He cleaveth unto God by Prayer, believing 
that whatſoever he aſketh, ſhall be done for him. 
The Promiſes of God afford vital Heat and Warmth 
of Heart, exciting to the Performance of whatſo- 
ever is praiſe-worthy or of good Report. He ab- 
-hors himfelf on account of the Pollution of his 
Nature, and ſtill continues to believe, that Jeſus is 
both able and willing to fave to the utmoſt. He 
truſteth in him for Life, Juſtification, Sanctifica- 


tion, and complete Glorification; and continuing 
with his whole Heart believing unto Righteouſneſs, 


with his Mouth he maketh Confeſſion unto eternal 


Salvation. If we are the Subjects of this bleſſed 


Principle, it will be conſpicuous by our Fruits. 
An Apoſtle affures us, that if we believe in the 
Lord Jeſus, we are juſtified freely from all Things, 
from which we could not be juſtified by the Law 
of Moſes. All our Sins are blotted out, never to 
be remembered; the Law of God being fulfilled 
by Jeſus, who is the End of the Law for Righte- 
ouſneſs to every one that believeth, we are de- 
livered from its condemning Power; for there is no 
Condemnation to them who are in Chriſt Jeſus, 
who walk not after the Fleſh, but after the Spirit. 
The Law of the Spirit of Life in Chriſt Jeſus makes, 
us free from the Law of Sin and Death : And as 
there i is no Condemnation from the Law of God, 
ſo there is none from God Himſelf ; for He beholds 


us in the Beloved, in whom he is well pleaſed. 
| 5 A 
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A ſecond Fruit of a true Faith is Peace with 
God through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; a Peace which 
the Warld cannot give, neither take away: A 
Peace that ſurpaſſeth all Underſtanding. - Indeed, 
how ſhould it be otherwiſe, ſeting it is the Gift of 
the God of Peace; procured by the Prince of 
Peace, who hath made Peace for us by ſhedding 
his own Blood; and comes into our Hearts by the 
Communion of the TO Ghoſt, the Inſpixer of 


Peace. 


When this Peace ruleth in the Heart, there is 
Security within: No ruffled Paſſions diſturb that 
Breaſt, where the * of God is the poulſant 
Attendant, 


But further, The Believer in Jeſus, has not only 
the Peace of God that paſſeth all Underſtanding z 


but 1s begotten again unto a lively Hope, that 


where Jeſus is, he alſo ſhall be admitted : His 
Hope is full of a bleſſed Immortality, having at- 
tended unto his Lord's Words, © I go to prepare 
a Place for you, that where I am, there ye may 


be alſo.” 


Another diſtinguiſhing Property of a real and 
unfeigned Faith is, that it worketh by Love : and 
is ſo far from being an inactive Principle, that it 


animates the Soul with the utmoſt Vigour to a con- 
ſciencious Diſcharge of every Duty, —By embrace- 


ing 
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1 22 ] 
Ing the Goſpel, we have not found a Liberty to 
tranſgreſs ; but are poſſeſſed of the nobleſt Motive 
of perfecting en in che Fear of God. 
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__ Living Faith is FTCA accompanied with * 
— me thy Faith by thy Works, ſaith 
St. James. It is a working Principle, and includes 
SanCtification in its very Nature : We are created 
in Chriſt Jeſus unto good Works, which God hath 
prepared for us to walk in. 


By Faith u we are born of God; and whatſoever is 
born of God finneth not ; bur we are renewed it 
Righteouſneſs, and true Holineſs, and fo made mebt 
for the Inheritance of the Saints in Light. Faith 
quenches all the fiery Darts of the wicked One; 
ovetcomes the World and Sin; fubdues the eatnal 
Mind, which is Enmity againſt God; and brings 
into Captivity every Thought to the Obedience of 
Chriſt. It worketh by Love as before mentioned; 
and this powerful Principle aſſimulates itſelf inte 
the Likeneſs of the Object beloved. 


We love him (faith the Apoſtle John) beeauſt 
he firſt loved us. He that dwelleth in Love, dwell- 
eth in God, and God in him. O bleſſed Privilege 
—Infinitely beyond the Title of Right Honourable, 
yea, ſuperior to all the Grandeut of an earthly 
Court—Love is the fulfilling of the Law ; the end 
of all the Cotnrhandments : The Subftance of 
— genuine 
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getraine Religion ; becauſe without it, our r Profeß : | 
fian would die away, and we. ſhould: unavoidahly | 
kk into a. Laodirean luke-warm Indifference. | f 


Since, therefare, this is the greateſt of all the | 
Chriſtian Graves ; 3 may our Souls, with more in- | 
tenſe Defire long for the Fulveſs of divine Love, | 
when we ſhall behold Jeſus Face to Face. Wy | 


In all his Robes with all his Glory on; | 
« Seated ſublime on his meridian Throne; | 

There conſtant Faith, and holy Hope ſhall die, | 
« One loſt in Certainty, and one in Joy ; ö 

. * Whilſt thon more happy Pow'r, fair Charity, | 

; « Triumphant; Siſter, greateſt of the three; q 

* Thy Office, and thy Nature flill the fame, . | 
* Laſting thy Lamp, and unconſum d thy F. lame 
* Shall fill ſurvive : 4; 

& Shall ſtand before the Hoſt of Heay? n TY | 
For ever bleſſing, and far ever bleſt.” 


iy ſhall now beg Leave to add a Word of FRE 
cation to the . ſeveral Sorts of Readers, and then 
conclude. 80 
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And Firſt; To thoſe of bh uncon· 
cerned about your eternal Salvation. Vou are the 
Perſons whom the Apoſtle deſcribes as being dead 
in Trefpaſs and Sin: without God in the World: 
Led captive by the Devil at his Will: Poor Seuls 
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I pity your miſerable State from my Heart: You . 
I are | 
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( 24 1 
are in Danger of dropping i into Hell every 1 
and you know it not. Awake thou that ſteepeſt 
know that thou art an Enemy to God, void of his 
Favour and Image, and therefore liable to his vin- 


diftive Diſpleaſure. Oc cry unt6 the Lord to have 
Mercy upon you! He willefh'tiot the Detth of 4 


Sinner ; bur rather that all mould repent and five,— 
beſeech him to give you an uiifeigried Repentance, 
and turn your Feet from the dangerous Paths of Sin 
and Vice: Beg of him that you may waſh än the 
Fountain opened for Sin and Uncleanneſs; and be 
made che happy! Partakers of pardoning Love. 


- Second, To you who through Grace are ſeeking 
the Renewal bf your Souls in Righteouſiteſs and 
true Holinels, is theWotd of this precious Salvation 
ſent: God was marlfeſt in the Fleſh, that you may 
participate of his Likeneſs, and grow up into him, 
who is become your living Head. You mourn that 
you have grieved his Love, abuſed his Mercy, and 
trampled upon his precious Blood. Sin is your 
Grief, and yout Loathing ; You defire to be freed 
from it, but are afraid to come to jeſus juſt as you 
are: But fear not—He that cometh to me, faith 
Chriſt, I will in no wiſe caſt him out: And again, 
Come unto me, all ye that labour, and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you Reſt. Believe what 
the Lord Jeſus hath ſpoken, and you will ſind his 
Promiſe fulfilled.) Fe is a God that cannot lie i 


And if you come to him with all your Sins, though 
| they 
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they are for Multitude the Stars in tx Firmament, 
or as'8ands upon the Sea Shore they ſhall be done 
away, never to be 'remeinBeted, * He is ready tb 
forgive ; with him there is Merey, and plentecus 
Redemption: The Blood of Chriſt cleanſeth from 

all Sin. O truſt in Him; and you will find Reſt 
unto your Souls, and be made Partakers of the 
Spirit of Adoption, enabling you cry Abba, Fa- 
ther. The Spirit itſelf will bear witneſs with your 
Spirit, that you are the Children of God, and joint | 
Heirs with Chriſt Jeſus. | 


But what ſhall I fay to you, my dear Friends, 
who feel © redeeming Grace, and dying Love ?” 
How inexpreſſibly great is your Happineſs ! Surely 
you cannot but praiſe God for his unſpeakable | 
Gift: He hath juſtified you freely, and will ſanctify | 
you wholly, that you may be like to the King's | 
Daughter, all glorious ; without Spot, and blame- | 
leſs, in the Day of his! appearing. It the only 
® Defire of your Heart be to glorify Him in all 

Things: Adorn your Profeſſion by a Life corre- 

ſpondent with the divine Commands. 
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As you have put on the Lord Jeſus, follow his 
Example; be meek and lovely, full of Gentleneſs 
and every other Grace of the Spirit : Let the Life 
of the bleſſed Jeſus be manifeſted in your Life; fo 
will you die daily to the Vanities of the World; 
and riſe to all the Heights of pure and undefiled 
. E k Religion. Wo 
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if Religion. Which may God! of his infinite Mercy 
| grant, for Jeſus Chriſt Sao to hem th the 
Father and the Holy, Ghoſt. ibe Praiſe and Glory 
s or ever and. e mud 0319; it 
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